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Wedding Information:  
We extend our congratulations on your engagement and express 
our excitement on being able to be part of your very blessed day. 
This guidebook should give you all the pertinent information about 
your wedding at Hillside Lutheran Brethren Church.  

 

 

 

First steps:  
Once you are ready to begin planning, you may contact the church 
at 973-584-7410 or staff@hillsidelbc.org where our staff will be 
happy to connect you with one of our pastors and our wedding 
coordinator. The pastor will go through this packet with you and 
answer any questions that you may have.  

 

 

Planning:  
Picking a date:  

All the family’s communication with the church should be through 
the officiating pastor and/or wedding planner. It helps if you have 
one person on your end that can be the liaison to your family on 
behalf of the church.  You are welcome to select any date for your 
wedding that you wish, though not all dates may be available, our 
pastors will let you know the church’s availability and help you 
select an open date. Weddings may not take place on a Sunday. 
Families are welcome to choose the Hillside pastor of their choice 
to officiate, or the church can assign you one. The church does not 
assist in the planning of receptions or rehearsal dinners though we 
do offer our space to host such events (see below). 

 

 

 



Before the Wedding:  

All couples are required to meet with the pastor for at least 3 
sessions of premarital counseling. This is true even if the couples 
have had previous premarital counseling with another pastor. This 
is because the pastor has an obligation as officiating minister to 
insure that the couple is aware of the Godly view of marriage and 
Christian living.  If a couple is separated by considerable distance, 
counseling may take place over SKYPE or equivalent video-
conferencing software. 

All couples are encouraged to have the full pre-counseling course 
and some pastors may require this before they will officiate. This is 
their prerogative. Please make sure you check with your officiating 
pastor to determine what your premarital counseling responsibilities 
are. 

NOTE: Any person who has previously been divorced and is seeking 
to be remarried is required to take the entire premarital counseling 
course with their betrothed. Pastors will then determine at the end 
of such a program if the church can marry the couple in good 
conscience. Your pastor can explain this in more detail with you.  

Designing the wedding service:  

It is helpful to be aware of how Hillside views the theology of 
wedding services. Wedding services done in the church by a pastor 
are religious worship services. As religious, worship services the 
pastors are under obligation to make sure the wedding reflects 
upon Christ and gives praise and adoration to him. This means that 
not everything is permitted in the wedding service. As a worship 
service of Hillside, the wedding is under the leadership of the 
officiating pastor who has final approval over what the service may 
or may not contain. Generally we try to be as accommodating as 
possible but a few things are restricted and the pastors are under 
obligation to uphold these restrictions and are not given permission 
to make exceptions (see below).  If you feel very strongly that 
something that is not allowed should be implemented, we 
recommend you make that part of the rehearsal dinner or 
reception.  

 



The officiating pastor will work with you to design an order of 
service. The church will provide bulletins for the service unless you 
desire to do your own. The church will also assist in finding 
musicians to lead the music as well as a sound engineer audio. Any 
special video requests should be sent to our Director of Worship 
Arts and Communications at staff@hillsidelbc.org  

Requests not permitted at the wedding service:  

§ No secular music, this includes secular songs without lyrics 
(i.e. musical versions of secular songs) 

§ Pictures or personal items that do not have prior pastoral 
approval, including any and all pictures used in a slideshow 

§ Any performance, speech, reading or action that is not in 
keeping with a sacred, Christian service. 

§ Anything the pastor determines is inappropriate.  

 

 

Pastoral Responsibilities:  
Our pastors are happy to be able to share in your special day 
alongside your loved ones. Our pastors are responsible for 

1) Determining if the couple is permitted to marry according to 
Christian theology 

2) Assisting in premarital counseling 

3) Acting as a liaison between the family and the church 

4) Officiating the wedding 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hillside Wedding Coordinator Responsibilities:  
Families may choose to have their own wedding coordinator or 
elect a family member to act in this way, but it should be noted 
that all weddings at Hillside require the hire of our wedding 
coordinator.  The Hillside wedding coordinator is responsible for 

1) Introducing you to the various available options in which 
Hillside can assist in your wedding 

2) Acting as an additional liaison to the congregation with our 
pastors 

3) Overseeing the use of Hillside equipment, buildings and staff 
to be used in the wedding 

The wedding coordinator is also available to assist you in the 
planning of the service and the rehearsal of the wedding, as well as 
assisting in the execution of the wedding itself. 

 

Sound Engineer Responsibilities:  
Since families will be using our audio equipment, an approved 
Hillside sound engineer must operate and oversee the use of our 
technology. A sound engineer is a required service. Fees are listed 
below.  

 

Family Responsibilities:  
Families are expected to adhere to the guidelines contained in this 
packet and accept the pastoral leadership over the wedding service 
and planning. There are also some basic fees that are required. If 
you cannot afford the fees, please talk to our pastors and we will 
see if we can assist you.  

In addition to providing a worship space for your family, we also 
can provide rooms for a rehearsal dinner or reception.  Please 
request our “building use form” or talk to your wedding coordinator 
to see options and fees.  

 

 



Fees:  
Please see the list below for wedding fees. Unless noted otherwise, 
all fees are required. Please check with your wedding coordinator 
to see how to write-out checks for fees as some are written to the 
church and others to individuals.  

 

Sound engineer: $75.00 covers two hours, an additional $75.00 
for each hour after that. Sound engineers are billed by the job, not 
the day, so if you use an engineer for the rehearsal, and then the 
next day for the wedding, the time billed begins at the rehearsal 
and continues through the wedding the next day for the times he is 
operating the board. 

Musicians: If we provide musicians, they are $100.00 an hour. 

Pastors: For officiating the wedding, pastors receive $300.00. 

For pre-marital counseling the pastor receives $20.00 an hour. The 
materials are $35 a couple. *Pastors may waive pre-marital 
counseling fees upon need, though the cost of materials may not 
be waived. 

Sanctuary: $200.00 (includes rehearsal and wedding). 

Wedding Coordinator: $300.00 

Other building-use rentals* (not required) please inquire with your 
wedding coordinator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Questions: 
Is your building handicapped accessible? 

Yes. Our first floor (which contains the sanctuary, bathrooms, and 
reception rooms is handicapped accessible. 

I haven’t been in church in awhile; I’m not sure what music 
to select? 

No worries, our pastors would be happy to sit down and help you 
select musical pieces. 

Can another minister participate in the wedding service 
(one not from Hillside)? 

Yes, with restriction. Non-Hillside pastors may participate under our 
pastoral authority. They may participate in leading any part of the 
wedding service except the sermon/meditation unless they are a 
Church of the Lutheran Brethren pastor in good standing with our 
synod. Visiting pastors may perform the vows as long as they use 
the Church of the Lutheran Brethren Liturgy found in the Ministers 
handbook. 

We have a song that is very meaningful to us, but it’s not a 
Christian song, can we please use it? 

We see the wedding as a church worship service. And so we 
request that you find a place for that special song at the reception 
or another venue. We apologize that we cannot accommodate your 
request; our theology does not give us the liberty to secularize a 
Christian service. 

Will you marry a previously divorced person? 

We believe that divorce is a sin. Remarriage without proper 
reconciliation and mature Christian understandings of sin and grace 
is prohibited. It is our custom to lean towards not remarrying 
divorcees. However, the doctrine of grace and reconciliation make 
remarriage possible. One of our pastors will have to make this 
decision before a wedding date can be reserved. All couples that 
include at least one divorcee require the full course in premarital 
counseling.  

 



Will you marry unbelievers?  

No. If one of person or both within the engaged couple is not a 
confessing Christian in good standing with their church, we cannot 
officiate the wedding. God will not be mocked and we cannot join 
two people in His Church unless they profess Jesus as Lord and 
Savior of the World.  

Will you marry people from different denominations?  

Yes. We only require that couples confess faith in Christ and agree 
with the theology of the Apostle’s Creed.  

Will you marry gay, lesbian or transgendered persons?  

No. We do not see marriage outside of a man and woman as valid 
Christian marriage and we cannot accommodate requests for LBG 
weddings. More information on our views on sexuality can be found 
on our Synod’s site www.clba.org under the heading “views on 
sexuality.”  

Will you marry a couple who is pregnant or has children 
already? 

Yes. We will marry couples with previous children or pregnant upon 
approval from our pastor/s after we have established mature 
Christian understanding of sin, grace and Christ as Lord and Savior. 

I have some friends who are musicians; can they 
participate in the wedding?  

Yes, but all musical selections must be approved by the pastor; this 
includes personal songs written by the musician.  

 
 


